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the strikers were masters of the situation and that
law and order were powerless before the mob.

There was an unusual feeling of relief throughout
the country when word came from Washington on
the 1st of July that President Cleveland had called
out the regular troops. Governor Altgeld sent a
long telegram protesting against sending federal
troops into Illinois without any request from the
authority of the State. But President Cleveland
replied briefly that the troops were not sent to in-
terfere with state authority but to enforce the laws
of the United States, upon the demand of the Post
Office Department that obstruction to the mails
be removed, and upon the representations of judi-
cial officers of the United States that processes of
federal courts could not be executed through the
ordinary means. In the face of what was regarded
as federal interference, riot for the moment blazed
out more fiercely than ever, but the firm stand
taken by the President soon had its effect. On the
6th of July Governor Altgeld ordered out the state
militia which soon engaged in some sharp encoun-
ters with the strikers. On the next day a force of
regular troops dispersed a mob at Hammond, In-
diana, with some loss of life. On the 8th of July
\ President Cleveland issued a proclamation to the